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RESEARCH GOVERNANCE
Where are we heading?

Purpose:
- to protect the public;
- to improve the quality of research;

Process:
- specifies standards for health and social care research;
- defines requirements for implementation of standards;
- specifies responsibility; accountability & monitoring
  requirements;
- equal expectations for health and social care;
- Director of Social Services responsibility for
  quality and ethical standards of research carried out by or
  within their organization

RGF: Where are we at?

· NHS Research Ethics Committees

· University / Research Unit Ethics Committees

· Social Care research & practice consortia

· Relevant ‘quango’s’

NISW / SCIE

· Commissioners of Research

Gov’t; NHS; Vol Orgs; Charities

· Social Services systems

internal Departmental; ADSS;
       professional groups eg SSRG

CHALLENGES IN MOVING FORWARD

· Defining Social Care (for purposes of RGF)

· Managing overlap between health and social care eg

preventative agenda

intermediate care

· ‘Whole system’ issues

 e.g. housing / supported accommodation

· Education and social care

e.g. CLA: placement stability / attainment

· Social Inclusion

e.g tackling inequality; support for carers; crime

CHALLENGES IN MOVING FORWARD (cont’d)

Research in Social Services
- largely externally driven
- research outcomes tended to be of greater benefit to
  researchers or sponsors than to practice or subjects
- differentiation between research and surveys

(e.g CIN surveys; PSS User Survey)
- relationship between local, small scale research & RGF
- capacity of poorly resourced SSD research infrastructure
  to comply with RGF
- weak linkages between research and mangement
- poor infrastructure to develop research competence in
  SSD’s



BEGINNING TO MOVE FORWARD


Important Steps

· Research: operational definition which does not stifle

· Social Care: operational definition which is workable

· ADSS perspective: base approach around accountabilities of Directors of Social Services

· Recognise strengths of best social care research

· Investment in research skills and competence

· Primary requirements for orgs that provide care

- awareness of research undertaken in the org

- ensuring subjects are informed and give consent

- ensuring only activity formally managed as
          research is presented as research

OPTIONS TO CONSIDER

· Viability of research infrastructure within SSD’s

- inter authority collaboration?

- health and social care collaboration?

· Viability of REC’s in Social Care

- extend remit of NHS REC’s?

- collaborative arrangements with universities?

- inter authority collaboration?

- ‘hybrids’
      

- ‘virtual’ REC’s making use of e-communication

- formal role for professional bodies

· Research Governance standards

- research design; management; accountability

- role for professional bodies eg SSRG?

- role of SCIE?

