Related Indicators

	NIS 129 End of life care – access to appropriate care enabling people to be able to choose to die at home.

	Rationale
	To improve end of life care allowing more patients the choice of dying at home. Building on the Best made the commitment to offer all patients nearing the end of life, regardless of diagnosis, the same access to high quality palliative care so that they can choose – if they wish – to die at home. This requires effective care pathways to meet health and social care needs and preferences at the end of life.



	Definition
	The percentage of all deaths that occur at home.

Information about the place of death is found on the mortality record in the communal establishment field. It contains one of:

· a 5 digit code identifying a communal establishment or institution (e.g. hospital, nursing home, residential care home);

· an “H” code which indicates that the person is certified as having died at their home address and that this is not a communal establishment

· an “E” code which indicates that the person died elsewhere.

The communal establishments are themselves classified into 84 categories (e.g. general hospital, mental nursing home, nursing home etc) and can be further distinguished by whether they are an NHS or Non-NHS establishment.

It is currently ONS practice to include nursing homes with hospitals under a broader group – “Other hospitals and communal establishments for the care of the sick” – and also to include residential care homes under “Other communal establishments”. This is because of concerns highlighted by the ONS regarding the accuracy of the recorded status of some communal establishments, particularly nursing homes and residential care homes.

It is therefore not possible to include nursing home or residential care home deaths as a “home” death. For this indicator, a “home” death is defined as one that has the ”H” code in the communal establishment field, i.e. where the death has occurred at the home address and that address is not of a communal establishment.



	Numerator
	

	Denominator
	

	Formula
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Where:

X  =  Total number of deaths at home registered in the respective calendar year.

Y  =  Total number of deaths registered in the respective calendar year.

	
	Yes
	No

	Is this indicator ‘outcome focused?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Fitting within the framework: - which of the seven Putting People First outcomes or additional domains does this measure contribute to?
	

	Outcome focus: - does the indicator measure outcomes related to:

a particular process or

service input, or

a real outcome for the life of the individual user?
	

	Is the measure meaningful to citizens/people who use services?
	

	Perversion proof:- what is the likelihood of attention on this measure taking attention away from other important activity, or the likelihood of unhelpful activity being instituted to ‘deliver’ on the measure – making the situation worse not better for citizens?
	

	Confusion proof: - how clear is the current definition?
	

	Collectability: - Are systems in place or amendable in 80% of LA’s?

Is there an auditable trail?

Can data be collected in a timely way?
	


	Commentary

	Current indicator strengths
	

	Current indicator weaknesses
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