Related Indicators

	NIS 131 Delayed transfers of care from hospitals

	Rationale
	This indicator measures the impact of hospital services and community-based care in facilitating timely and appropriate discharge from all hospitals for all adults. This therefore measures the ability of the whole system to ensure appropriate discharge for the whole population passing through hospital and is an indicator of the effectiveness of the interface between health and social care services.



	Definition
	The average weekly rate of delayed transfers of care from all NHS hospitals, acute and non-acute, per 100,000 population aged 18+.
A delayed transfer of care occurs when a patient is ready for transfer from a hospital bed, but is still occupying such a bed.

A patient is ready for transfer when:

(a) a clinical decision has been made that the patient is ready for transfer AND 

(b) 
a multi-disciplinary team decision has been made that the patient is ready for transfer AND 

(c) the patient is safe to discharge/transfer.


	Numerator
	

	Denominator
	

	Formula
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Where:

x  =  The average number of delayed transfers of care (population aged 18+) in a week taken over the year (that is, the total number of delayed transfers divided by 52 to give the average weekly delayed transfers);

y  =  ONS mid-year population estimates for population aged 18+.


	
	Yes
	No

	Is this indicator ‘outcome focused?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Fitting within the framework: - which of the seven Putting People First outcomes or additional domains does this measure contribute to?
	

	Outcome focus: - does the indicator measure outcomes related to:

a particular process or

service input, or

a real outcome for the life of the individual user?
	

	Is the measure meaningful to citizens/people who use services?
	

	Perversion proof:- what is the likelihood of attention on this measure taking attention away from other important activity, or the likelihood of unhelpful activity being instituted to ‘deliver’ on the measure – making the situation worse not better for citizens?
	

	Confusion proof: - how clear is the current definition?
	

	Collectability: - Are systems in place or amendable in 80% of LA’s?

Is there an auditable trail?

Can data be collected in a timely way?
	


	Commentary

	Current indicator strengths
	

	

	Current indicator weaknesses
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