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Press Release – 1st October 2002 

“Good intentions, but more responsibilities and no extra funding”

The response from the Social Services Research Group to the Department of Health’s Research Governance Framework in Social Care
.

The Social Services Research Group (SSRG) supports the Department of Health’s Research Governance (RGF) in Social Care.  In the context of best value and evidence-based practice, research in social care is increasingly important to bring about improvements in practice. SSRG wants to make sure that research activity is properly commissioned, has standards of conduct and reduces the possibility of exploitation and improper abuse of users of services. We therefore welcome the main aim and general approach taken within the RGF document. 

SSRG stands for good quality standards in research; for making research relevant and useful for users and social care staff and making sure money spent on research is wisely invested. The RGF requires agreement on the standards and ethics, bodies to regulate and oversee research, together with programmes to improve research practice. SSRG hopes that the Department of Health will introduce a regulatory approach that is effective, but which does not restrict the amount of research undertaken. It remains to be seen whether the implementation of the RGF will stretch further overburdened local authorities, with an additional responsibility to regulate research. A key question is whether the RGF for social care will confirm once again that, without extra funding, research in social care is a ‘Cinderella’ service relative to Research and Development in the NHS.

Following extensive consultation with SSRG members, the details of which can be found on the SSRG website
, our recommendations were set out in a ‘position statement’ and sent to Dr. Carolyn Davies at the Department of Health.  

The Chair of SSRG, David Allan said “We want the Research Governance Framework to be implemented in social care because we believe it will enhance the quality and ethical standards of research in a practical and realistic way. However, we don’t want an under-resourced framework, because this would exacerbate existing inequalities between research in health and social care.” 

For more information contact David Allan on: 01926 414122.

							








� The DoH Research Governance Framework can be found at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.doh.gov.uk/research/rd1/researchgovernance/researchgovindex.htm" ��http://www.doh.gov.uk/research/rd1/researchgovernance/researchgovindex.htm�





� SSRG website � HYPERLINK "http://www.ssrg.org.uk" ��http://www.ssrg.org.uk�








